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Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill 
Episcopal/Anglican 

Alexandria, Virginia 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter May 9, 2021 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, 10:30 a.m. 
  

  The Word of God   

p. 355 Opening Acclamation  

  Celebrant:  
People: 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

 

The Collect for Purity   

 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen  

p. 357 

1 The spacious firmament on high, 
with all the blue ethereal sky, 
and spangled heavens, a shining frame, 
their great Original proclaim. 
The unwearied sun from day to day 
does his Creator's power display; 
and publishes to every land 
the work of an almighty hand.   

   

2 Soon as the evening shades prevail, 
the moon takes up the wondrous tale, 
and nightly to the listening earth 
repeats the story of her birth: 
whilst all the stars that round her burn, 
and all the planets in their turn, 
confirm the tidings, as they roll 
and spread the truth from pole to pole.  

   

Powell Gloria (S280, found in the front of  The Hymnal 1982)  

 Glory to god in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father, Amen. 

  

Prelude: Moderato Johann Sebastian Bach 

Opening Hymn 409: “The spacious firmament on high”    Creation 
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 The First Lesson: Acts 10:44-48 

 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised 
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out 
even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, "Can 
anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
have?" So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for 
several days.  
 
The Word of the Lord 
Response: Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 98 Cantate Domino 

 1  Sing to the Lord a new song, * 
 for he has done marvelous things. 

2  With his right hand and his holy arm * 
 has he won for himself the victory. 

3  The Lord has made known his victory; * 
 his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

4  He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
 and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

5  Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; * 
 lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6  Sing to the Lord with the harp, * 
 with the harp and the voice of song. 

7  With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
 shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 

8  Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
 the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9  Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
 and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
 when he comes to judge the earth. 

10  In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
 and the peoples with equity. 

The Collect of the Day   

The Celebrant says to the people   

  
People: 
Celebrant:  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.    

  

  O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 
understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things 
and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever.  Amen.  
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The Epistle: 1 John 5:1-6  

 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 
parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and 
obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his 
commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is 
the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 
This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the 
water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
Response: Thanks be to God.  

 

The Holy Gospel: John 15:9-17  

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If 
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, 
and that your joy may be complete. 
 
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command 
you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is 
doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have 
heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear 
fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am 
giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon: Ms. Beth Hendr ix, Seminar ian   

 The Nicene Creed    

 We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
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The Prayers of the People  

  After the words “O God, giver of love,”  
the congregation responds with “Hear our prayer.”  

Confession of Sin and Absolution   

  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

   Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name.  
Amen. 

 

Clergy:                  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.  

 

  For us and for our salvation 
      he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
    and was made man. 
 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. 
 
 He has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Peace   

 Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you.  

 

Welcome and Announcements   
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The Holy Communion 

Offertory Solo Hymn: “Easter”    from Five Mystical Songs    Bill Townsend, baritone
  

 Ralph Vaughan-Williams  

Blessing of the Offering  

The Great Thanksgiving: Euchar istic Prayer  A p. 361 

  Celebrant:     
People: 
Celebrant:     
People:     
Celebrant:      
People:      

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  

Sanctus  (from A Mass for Immanuel)    Jane Tavernier 

Rise heart; thy Lord is risen. Sing his praise 
Without delays, 
Who takes thee by the hand, that thou likewise 
With him may’st rise; 
That, as his death calcined thee to dust, 
His life may make thee gold, and much more, Just. 
Awake, my lute, and struggle for thy part 
With all thy art. 
The cross taught all wood to resound his name 
Who bore the same.  

His stretched sinews taught all strings, what key 
Is best to celebrate this most high day. 
Consort both heart and lute, and twist a song 
Pleasant and long: 
Or since all music is but three parts vied, 
And multiplied; 
O let thy blessed Spirit bear a part, 
And make up our defects with his sweet art. 
 

The Celebrant proceeds:   

 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of 
the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us 
everlasting life.  
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

 



 6 

The Celebrant  continues    

  Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus  
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  
  
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  
  
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the re-
membrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
  
Celebrant and People 
  
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
The Celebrant continues 
  
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
AMEN.  

  

 The Celebrant continues 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

People and Celebrant:  

 Our Father,  
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Given us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  Amen 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

 Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Agnus Dei (from A Mass for Immanuel) Jane Tavernier 

 People:   Faithful God,  
in the wonder of your wisdom and love,  
you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of angels  
and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life.  
Though we cannot now consume these gifts of bread and wine together, 
we thank you that we have received Christ’s presence, 
 the forgiveness of sins,  
and all other benefits of Christ’s passion and resurrection.  
By the power of the Holy Spirit,  
may we embody your love,  
be renewed for your service,  
and be reflections of the risen Lord.   
Amen. 

 

 
The Gifts of God, for the People of God. 

 
Celebrant: 

  Let us now pray with those joining us from home:  

Music during Communion     

 Solo Hymn 488 “Be thou my vision”  (from The Hymnal 1982)          Slane 

Bill Townsend, bar itone 

 1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
all else be nought to me, save that thou art -- 
thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.  

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
thou my great Father; thine own may I be; 
thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee.  

3 High King of heaven, when victory is won, 
may I reach heaven's joys, bright heaven's Sun! 
Heart of my heart, whatever befall, 
still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.  
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Post Communion Prayer 

 Let us pray.   

Celebrant and People: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us  
as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage,  
to love and serve you, with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

The Blessing  

The Dismissal 

 Clergy: Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
People: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Postlude: Toccata  Domenico Zipoli  

Serving at this Eucharist:   Readers: Doug Onley, Sydney Onley 
Intercessor: Sydney Onley 
Musicians: Bill Townsend,  Dr. Jane Tavernier;   
Audio-Visual: John Bednar, Doug Onley, Sydney Onley;  
Celebrant: The Rev. Sam Sheridan 

Closing Hymn 398:  “I sing the almighty power of God”  Forest Green 

1 I sing the almighty power of God, that made the mountains rise, 
that spread the flowing seas abroad and built the lofty skies. 
I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day; 
the moon shines full at his command, and all the stars obey.  

    

2 I sing the goodness of the Lord, that filled the earth with food; 
he formed the creatures with his Word, and then pronounced them good. 
Lord, how thy wonders are displayed, where’er I turn my eye, 
if I survey the ground I tread, or gaze upon the sky!  

    

3 There’s not a plant or flower below, but makes thy glories known, 
and clouds arise, and tempests blow, by order from thy throne; 
while all that borrows life from thee is ever in thy care, 
and everywhere that I could be, thou, God, art present there.  

    

 Hymn 138 “Lord, I want to be a Christian”   verses 1, 2, 3, and 5  Negro Spiritual 

 (from the hymnal  Lift Every Voice and Sing)   

Bill Townsend, bar itone 

 1 Lord, I want to be a Christian In my heart, In my heart; 
Lord, I want to be a Christian In my heart, 
In my heart, In my heart, 
Lord, I want to be a Christian In my heart.  

3 Lord, I want to be more holy In my heart, In my heart; 
Lord, I want to be more holy In my heart, 
In my heart, In my heart, 
Lord, I want to be more holy In my heart.  

 2 Lord, I want to be more loving In my heart, In my heart; 
Lord, I want to be more loving In my heart, 
In my heart, In my heart, 
Lord, I want to be more loving In my heart.  

5 Lord, I want to be like Jesus In my heart, In my heart; 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus In my heart, 
In my heart, In my heart,  
Lord, I want to be like Jesus In my heart.  


