Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill
Episcopal/Anglican
Alexandria, Virginia

THE FEAST OF APOSTLE: SAINT MATTHEW September 21, 2022

Holy Eucharist Rite I, 6:30 p.m.

Page references are for The Book of Common Prayer and Enriching Our Worship.

THE WORD OF GOD

Opening Acclamation

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen

The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people

The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

We thank you, heavenly Father, for the witness of your apostle and evangelist
Matthew to the Gospel of your Son our Savior; and we pray that, after his example,
we may with ready wills and hearts obey the calling of our Lord to follow him;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The First Lesson: Proverbs 3:1-6

My child, do not forget my teaching,

but let your heart keep my commandments;
for length of days and years of life

and abundant welfare they will give you.

p. 355


https://www.bcponline.org/
https://www.churchpublishing.org/siteassets/pdf/enriching-our-worship-1/enrichingourworship1.pdf

Do not let loyalty and faithfulness forsake you;
bind them round your neck,
write them on the tablet of your heart.

So you will find favour and good repute
in the sight of God and of people.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart,

and do not rely on your own insight.
In all your ways acknowledge him,

and he will make straight your paths.

The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119:33-40 Legem pone

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, *
and I shall keep it to the end.

34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; *
I shall keep it with all my heart.

35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, *
for that is my desire.

36 Incline my heart to your decrees *
and not to unjust gain.

37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; *
give me life in your ways.

38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, *
which you make to those who fear you.

39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, *
because your judgments are good.

40 Behold, I long for your commandments; *
in your righteousness preserve my life.

The Epistle: 2 Timothy 3:14-17

As for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you
learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct
you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who
belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.

The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God.



The Holy Gospel: Matthew 9:9-13

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to
him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax
collectors and sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw
this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” But
when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are
sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have come to call not the
righteous but sinners.”

The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: Ms. Janettarose Greene, Seminarian

The Prayers of the People: Form VI

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Michael our Presiding Bishop; Susan and Jennifer our Bishops; Mark our Bishop-elect, and all
bishops and other ministers;

For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.

Silence

The People may add their own petitions

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.



We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.

Silence

The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.

Silence

The People may add their own petitions

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Silence may be kept.

Leader and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;

in your compassion forgive us our sins,

known and unknown,

things done and left undone;

and so uphold us by your Spirit

that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with you:"
Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly
City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People:

And also with you.

Welcome from Assistant Rector

THE HoLy COMMUNION

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer 2 from Enriching Our Worship p. 60
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Celebrant

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time
you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep end brought all things into being: sun,



moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and
taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a
mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the
fullness of your love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that
rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing (say):

Celebrant: and People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues:

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and
death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing
servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us,
Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good
news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to
walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and
to be glorified by you.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks
to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. ”As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.
Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood
of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen,
who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a
living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of
Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of
Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with Saint Matthew
and all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet
prepared from the foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

Thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us
Response: Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia.



The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant: This is the true bread which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.
Whoever eats this bread will live for ever.

People:  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
grant us peace.

Celebrant: The Gifts of God, for the People of God.

We have returned to the pre-pandemic methods of offering Communion — along with recognizing
people’s various levels of comfort. To receive the consecrated Bread only, please extend one hand,
palm up. To receive the consecrated Wine, please extend both hands, palms up. You may either
intinct the consecrated Bread into the chalice or drink from the chalice.

If you are physically unable to join us at the altar, please raise your hand in your to let the Celebrant
that you would like to have communion bought to you.

Post Communion Prayer

After Communion, the Celebrant says p. 365
Let us pray.

God of all mercy,

we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.

We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,

the evil we have done,

and the evil done on our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us

through our Savior Jesus Christ,

that we may abide in your love

and serve only your will. Amen.

The Blessing

Holy eternal Majesty,

Holy incarnate Word,

Holy abiding Spirit,

Bless you for evermore. Amen.

The Dismissal

Clergy: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

SERVING AT THIS EUCHARIST: Flower Guild: Sarah Glassco
Celebrant: The Rev. Sam Sheridan



Vladimir Borovikovsky, ‘St. Matthew the Evangelist’, ca. 1804-1809 / Public Domain)

Saint Matthew the Apostle

St. Matthew, also called St. Matthew the Evangelist, St. Matthew the Apostle, or Levi, (flourished 1st
century ce, Palestine; Western feast day September 21, Eastern feast day November 16), one of the Twelve
Apostles of Jesus Christ and the traditional author of the first Synoptic Gospel (the Gospel According to
Matthew).

According to Matthew 9:9 and Mark 2:14, Matthew was sitting by the customs house in Capernaum (near
modern Almagor, Israel, on the Sea of Galilee) when Jesus called him into his company. Assuming that the
identification of Matthew with Levi is correct, Matthew (probably meaning “Yahweh’s Gift”’) would appear
to be the Christian name of Levi (called by Mark “Levi the son of Alphaeus”), who had been employed as a
tax collector in the service of Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee. Because Levi’s occupation was one that
earned distrust and contempt everywhere, the scribes of the Pharisees criticized Jesus on seeing him eat
with tax collectors and sinners, whereupon Jesus answered, “I came not to call the righteous, but

sinners” (Mark 2:15-17). According to Luke 5:29, the aforementioned dinner was given by Levi in his
house after his call.

Other than naming Matthew in the list of Apostles, usually pairing him with St. Thomas, the New
Testament offers scant and uncertain information about him. Outside the New Testament, a statement of
importance about him is the passage from the Apostolic Father Papias of Hierapolis preserved by Bishop
Eusebius of Caesarea: “So then Matthew composed the Oracles in the Hebrew language, and each one
interpreted them as he could.” The Gospel According to Matthew was certainly written for a Jewish-
Christian church in a strongly Jewish environment, but that this Matthew is definitely the Synoptic author is
seriously doubted. Tradition notes his ministry in Judaea, after which he supposedly missioned to the East,
suggesting Ethiopia and Persia. Legend differs as to the scene of his missions and as to whether he died a
natural death or a martyr’s. Matthew’s relics were reputedly discovered in Salerno (Italy) in 1080. His
symbol is an angel, and he is a patron saint of tax collectors and accountants.

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Matthew



Reflections on Saint Matthew

We remember and celebrate this day the call of Matthew by Jesus. In Matthew 9:9
we read, “Jesus saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth.”
Perhaps the most startling words in the entire account are those that indicate Jesus
“saw him.”

It would have been easy for Jesus not to see Matthew. It would have been more
efficient to walk on by and not bother. After all Matthew was a tax collector: a
collaborator with the Roman government and understood as an extortionist who was
getting rich off of his own people. Furthermore, we know that tax collectors were
abhorred by the most pious of Jewish groups, the Pharisees. Yet Jesus did see Matthew and dared to call him
into his circle of disciples in order that he might follow.

Who do we not see? Who would it be easy to walk on by, not recognize or acknowledge? Who do we choose
not to value? Often when disasters strike such as in hurricanes, or even in our difficult conversations regarding
immigration, it is precisely those who are too often the unseen who are suddenly exposed, particularly the
poor. It is my hope that in our faith communities we are working very hard to see as clearly as Jesus sees and
draw into his circle of care those to whom we need to respond, in word and in action.

As Matthew 9:13 reminds us quoting Hosea, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” Our religious devotion and our life
as a Church mean little to nothing unless we too are willing to see as Jesus sees, with mercy, as we respect the

dignity of every human being and act accordingly.
Bestiop Stkep

The Right Reverend Gladstone B. Adams III
(former interim bishop)

(Used with permission _from Mrs. Molly Hamilton, Director of Communications, The Diocese of South Carolina)

SCHEDULE OF SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES PRIEST ASSOCIATES
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I, Zabriskie Chapel The Rev. Dr. J. Barney Hawkins, IV
3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA The Rev. Dr. Ruthanna Hooke
The Rev. Jan A. Maas
10:00 a.m. Children’s Chapel, Side Oratory Chapel The Rev. John R. Smucker
inside of Immanuel Chapel The Rev. Dr. Francis H. Wade

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II, Immanuel Chapel

3737 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA RECTOR EMERITA

Online The Rev. Dr. Margaret Ann (Sam) Faeth

www.immanuel-on-the-hill.org
Immanuel's YouTube channel

MISSION STATEMENT: Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill is a Christian community in the
Episcopal tradition, striving to be in relationship with God and each other as Christ has taught us,
actively attempting to sense and to serve God’s plan with great love. We are guided by Mark 16:15:
“Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel,” to learn, discern, and proclaim the Good News by
being active ministers in the various communities where we live and serve.

Parish Office
3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22304
Telephone: 703-370-6555, Fax: 703-370-0837
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